
The Tributary 
Newsletter of the Mud Creek Conservancy 

   

 

 

Board of Directors 
Frank  Smietana, President 

Dr. Jackie Morice, Vice President 

John Lindstaedt, Treasurer 

Diantha DeGraw, Historian 

Rachel M. Simon,                             

Communications Director 

Rick Marrs,                                             

Biodiversity Specialist 

 

Contact us: 
Mud Creek Conservancy 

8080 Sargent Road 

Indianapolis, IN 46256 

317.985.0992 

www.MudCreekConservancy.org 

frank@MudCreekConservancy.org 

Mud Creek Meadow                   
By Dr. Jackie Morice 

Goehl of EcoLogic, LLC.  Based in Bloomington, EcoLogic will manage the       
Mud Creek Meadow project.  Spencer is walking with Barb and Bob Biesterfeldt 
and me.  In 2005, Bob and Barbara purchased the former McVay farmstead in 
the Mud Creek valley.  Located at 75th St and Sargent Road, the farm was a 
popular      Halloween destination for over thirty years, featuring hayrides and 
locally grown popcorn and pumpkins.  Their intention was to preserve the natu-

donated three conservation easements to MCC permanently protecting 7 acres 
of the property.  We are walking on a portion of the property, a little over a half 
acre that fronts Sargent Road.  Spencer is describing a mature perennial 
meadow in bloom filled with birds, butterflies, insects and other wildlife. 

 
their own restoration of native trees on the property 
to remediate the acreage lost to the new Geist dam 
project. But all of the planning and research that 
went into the Indianapolis Water proposal was not 
lost after all.   
 

ennial meadow on a portion of their 7 acre easement 
and the smaller project began in early summer 2009.         
EcoLogic prepared the site. To avoid the detrimental 
effects of tilling and plowing, a Truax No-Till Seed 
Drill was used to plant the seed.  A no-till seed drill 
installs and packs the seeds at proper depths,        
ensuring successful germination and proliferation of 
the native plant community.  They planted a diverse 
short stature prairie seed mix of over 30 native 
flower and grass varieties provided by Spence    
Nursery and Barbara Biesterfeldt.  Short stature 
grasses coexist well with wildflowers and allow them 
to    remain visually accessible. 

Summer 2010 

best way to see the meadow the first year is on your 
 

 
The flowers and grasses seeded by EcoLogic        
comprise an eclectic mix, including Bluestem, Wild 
Rye, Coreopsis, Vervain, Penstemon, Wild Quinine, 
and Coneflowers. The entire list can be found on 

 
 
By the second year, the meadow still looks a little 
ungainly.  Fast-growing perennials and bi-annuals 
like black-eyed Susan and coreopsis will start to 
flower but it is nothing to take your breath away!  
These flowers are short-lived but they take up space 
that would otherwise be occupied by weeds and 
provide floral interest until slower growing perenni-
als like eryngium, bee balm, blazing star and purple 
coneflower can make an appearance during the 
third year when the meadow reaches its early        
maturity. 
 
The tapestry of colors continues to develop in the 
fourth and fifth years with perennials like oxeye    
daisies, baptisia and false sunflower.  Some even 
take longer to bloom. After eight years, the meadow 
is a canvas of changing colors  yellow predominat-
ing in the summer, lavender in the fall.  It requires 
almost no maintenance.  Other than an annual  
mowing and a walk through during the summer to 
spot treat with herbicide or cut down the more    
noxious weeds like Canada thistle, it requires virtu-

 the 
beguiling colors, rustling grasses and musky scent -
are intricate interactions working together to foster 
the plants in the meadow and suppress invasive 
weeds.   
 
The benefits of a native perennial meadow include:  
preventing soil erosion and filtering water, providing 
a carbon sink to store carbon dioxide (a greenhouse 
gas), a reservoir of useful herbs and a storehouse for 
potential medicinal plants, providing food and   
habitat for wildlife, and last but not least, the         
aesthetic value of plants and flowers that add beauty 
and color to our lives.   
 
The Mud Creek Meadow will be a permanent scenic 
greenspace along Sargent Road and serve as a   
natural protective buffer in the critical Mud Creek 
Wellfield protection area. Signage will soon be 
placed identifying the meadow.  MCC invites you to 
watch the meadow grow with us! The project was 
funded by MCC, the Sargent Road Association, and 
the generous donations of local residents. 
 

As the Mud Creek Meadow matures, more color will result 

Barbara and Bob Biesterfeldt on the Mud Creek Meadow property 

The project has been a long time in the making. In 2000, MCC acquired a 7 acre 
conservation easement from Indianapolis Water at Sargent Road and Fall Creek 
Road.  In 2006, Carlton Curry, President of Indianapolis Water invited MCC to 
submit a proposal for remediating the easement as a native prairie.  In 2007, 
MCC partnered with EcoLogic and Holeman Landscaping to prepare and pre-
sent a site plan. When Mr. Curry retired from Indianapolis  Water, his successor 
did not take any further action once MCC submitted the proposal.  After much 
delay, Indianapolis Water decided they wanted to do      (continued on back page)        

Because native prairie plants grow their bottoms  
before their tops, it takes patience to wait until a  
mature meadow is in its glory!  Roots can go as deep 
as 5 feet so plants can withstand the extremes of 
weather  cold, heat, flooding in spring, drought in 
summer. During the first year, the ground is mowed 
2  3 times to keep weeds at bay and stabilize 
growth.  After that it is mowed only once a year, at 
the end of winter.  A perennial meadow is not a 
thing of beauty in its first year.  The frequent        
mowing prevents flowering and all that is visible is a  
 

  


