Meadow (cont’d from page 1)

their own restoration of native trees on the property
to remediate the acreage lost to the new Geist dam
project. But all of the planning and research that
went into the Indianapolis Water proposal was not
lost after all.

Fortunately, the Biesterfeldt's agreed to plant a per-
ennial meadow on a portion of their 7 acre easement
and the smaller project began in early summer 2009.
EcolLogic prepared the site. To avoid the detrimental
effects of tilling and plowing, a Truax No-Till Seed
Drill was used to plant the seed. A no-till seed drill
installs and packs the seeds at proper depths,
ensuring successful germination and proliferation of
the native plant community. They planted a diverse
short stature prairie seed mix of over 30 native
flower and grass varieties provided by Spence
Nursery and Barbara Biesterfeldt. Short stature
grasses coexist well with wildflowers and allow them
to remain visually accessible.

As the Mud Creek Meadow matures, more color will result

shallow layer of grass. As Spencer Goehl says “The
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Mud Creek Meadow

By Dr. Jackie Morice

“The first thing you notice are the sounds of life all around you!” says Spencer
Goehl of EcolLogic, LLC. Based in Bloomington, EcolLogic will manage the
Mud Creek Meadow project. Spencer is walking with Barb and Bob Biesterfeldt
and me. In 2005, Bob and Barbara purchased the former McVay farmstead in
the Mud Creek valley. Located at 75™ St and Sargent Road, the farm was a
popular Halloween destination for over thirty years, featuring hayrides and
locally grown popcorn and pumpkins. Their intention was to preserve the natu-
ral character of the farm and create a wildlife habitat. In 2007, the Biesterfeldt’s
donated three conservation easements to MCC permanently protecting 7 acres
of the property. We are walking on a portion of the property, a little over a half
acre that fronts Sargent Road. Spencer is describing a mature perennial
meadow in bloom filled with birds, butterflies, insects and other wildlife.



