Salamanders (cont’d from page 1)
found throughout the Mud Creek watershed in order

to breed. The female lays its eggs within a clear, jelly-
like mass. The eggs hatch in a few weeks, and the
feathery-gilled larvae begin to swim about feeding
on tiny aquatic animals until they develop into air-

breathing miniatures of their parents.

Perhaps the most commonly seen species of sala-
mander in our area is the Red-backed Salamander
(Plethodon cinereus). It is often encountered under
flat rocks, boards, and rotting logs. Most of our red-

backed salamanders have a broad red colored stripe

The tributaries of Mud Creek provide great salamander habitat

down the length of their backs and tails but some
are a uniform dark silver-gray; this is called the “lead
phase.” Red-backs and the two following species are
in the “lung-less salamander” family. Respiration is
achieved through the skin, requiring their skin to be
moist at all times. All of these salamanders are un-
usual in that the female lays and then guards her
eggs in a damp cavity in the soil. The larvae com-

plete their metamorphosis in the egg capsule and

Tworlined salamander

(Picture courtesy of Rick Marrs)
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Fascinating Findings:
The Salamanders of Mud Creek

By Rick Marrs
Of ancient lineage, yet often overlooked, salamanders are integral residents of
the Mud Creek watershed. These relatives of frogs and toads are frequently
mistaken for lizards but possess smooth, scale-less skin. Salamanders, like all
amphibians, require water or a moist environment in order to live and

reproduce. The Mud Creek valley provides a prime ecosystem for certain



