


Welcome to MCC

I'd like to welcome our new members to the
Conservancyand thank long time supportersfor
renewing. Your generousdonations fund our mission
of preservingremaining open spacein the Mud Creek
Watershed.

Assignificantgenerationaltransfersof property begin

to occurthroughout the watershedin the next5 years,
many pristine properties will invariably be lost to

subdivision and attendant development. Worrisome

trends in wetlands deregulation will allow ever more
ecologicallysensitiveproperty to be filled and built on,

aggravatingcyclesof excessivespringflooding andthe
subsequentdenuding and dredging of Mud Creekto

pacify property owners suffering flood damage.

The Conservancystandsas a common senseand
pragmatic alternative to this ugly scenaria
Conservationeasementsdonated by property owners
have allowed us to permanently protect 27 acresin
addition to the 7 acreswe were able to purchase
outright. Mostencouragingly,in the Marion County end
of the watershedalone, parcelstotaling over 200
unspoiledacresof open spacestill remainlargelyintact,
someof which arecurrently advertisedfor sale.

Mud Creekis a unique areain Indiana, both in
ecologicaldiversityandarcheologicakignificance.Land
preservedin the watershed directly leveragesthe
conservationvalue afforded by Fort Harrisonfor a
number of rarenative plant and animal species.Flood
ways and stream banks are rich in Native American
implementsand artifacts. Clearlythis is not an areaof
Centrallndianathat should be subjectto the seeming
inevitability of more pavementand ecologically
unsound development.

The Conservancy'diligent efforts today will assue
future generationsthe opportunity to enjoy this
natural treasute. Your donations and involvement in
the Conservancywill allow usto protect a significant
portion of the remaining acreagein the watershed
| have seenthe power of small groups of dedicated
people to effect significant change many times, and |
believethe Conservancywill do exactlythat.

Thanksfor your support,
FrankSmietana

President

Conserwation Easemets
Leverage
LandProtection Dollars

A ConservationEasement(CE)is the donation of a
property'sdevelopmentrights from alandownerto a
nonprofit landtrust. The landowner retainstitle tothe
property, may chooseto sell the property with its
restrictionsand can continue to enjoy use of the
property subjectto the restrictionsagreedupon with
the LandTrustin the CE.

The Federal Tax Law encouragesthe donation of
qualified CE'sby allowing donorsto take anincome
tax deduction equal in value to the developmernt
rights donated as determined by before-and-afte
appraisals. To qualify,the IRSequiresthat CE'anust
protect properties containing significant scenig
naturalor historicvalue.CE'saregenerallydrafted so
that only undeveloped portions of a property are
included, allowing the donor normal use of the
developed portions of the property. The more
restrictivelywritten the CHs,the higherthe potential
tax deduction due to the value of the natural and
scenicresourcegreserved

7acresalongSargentRoadprotectedbyadonatedeasemen

Whilehigh property pricesin the watershedcertainly
complicatepurchasingland for preservationthey do
makeCE'snore attractiveto apotential donor due to
the sizeof the potential tax deduction.

Conservationeasementsallow land truststo protect
significantly more land than would be possibleif
property hadto be purchasedoutright by the trust to
ensure permanent protection. CE's currently protect
over 6 million acresof open spaceacrossthe country
and havebeenin widespreadusefor over20years.

Replenishinthewatershedwinter2003

\olunteers:
Ourkeyto Success

Doyouenjoyteachingchildrenaboutthe environment?
If so,the Conservancyould useyourhelp. Asa501(c)3
nonprofit organization,the Conservancyprovides a

number of benefits to the public over and above the

valueof the open spacewe preserve.

We are expanding our efforts at community outreach
and are looking for energetic and motivated
individuals interested in leading environmental
educationfield trips for areaelementaryschoolstudents
Pleasecontactusat 985.0992 fomore information.

| CanSavelLand

The Indiana Conservation Action Network is a
nonpartisangrassroots advocacynetwork founded by
the IndianaChapterof the NatureConservancylealing
with land conservationissuescurrently beforethe state
legislature

The network posts weekly action alerts, explainsthe
intricaciesof pending legislation and allows you to
easily locate and communicate with Indiana
lawmakersat both the state and federal levels. No
membershipfeesarerequiredandyou determineyour
level of involvement.

Legislatorgarelyhearfrom constituentsand aslittle as
a dozen passionatecommunicationsfrom concerned
citizens on a particular bill can indeed make a
difference

Please visit www.icansaveland.com for more
information on the network.

VisitUson
Eath Day Indiana

Look for the Mud CreekConservancybooth in the
big tent at EarthDayIndianaheld at the American
LegionMall,located at Meridianand North Streets
on Saturday, April 25th. Festivitieskick off at 11:00
AM, rain or shine. We will be selling our award
winning MCCGea, with proceedsgoing to ourland
acquisition fund and chatting with Earth Day
visitors

Ifyou canhelp uswith booth staffingfor 1 or 2 hours,
pleasecontactus at 985.0992 tescheduletimes. For
more information on EarthDayIndiana,pleasevisit
www.eathdayindiana.org.

"None of us belongs merely to today,
we are a small part of the whole
progression of mankind. We have a
responsibility to passto the next
generation asmuchgood aswe can...

It isup to uswho have the loan of the
land, to cherish and preserveit, so
that thosewho comeafter usmay sow
their seedsand be sure of a good
harvest.

-GladysTaber, Stillmeadow Harvest

Our MissionStatement

The Mud CreekConservancy protectsand
preservescenicand ecologicallysignifican
openspacdantheMudCreekvatershedlocated
in MadisonHamiltonand MarionCounties

TheMud CreekConservancyasincorporate
asanIndiana501(c)3ot-forprofitcorporatin
in1995

About the Newsletter

TheTributary ispublishedand mailedquarterly to MCC
members and other interested parties. All design,
production andmailing costsaredonated. Mud Creek
photos by CaudiaTreacy and Frank Smietana.



