


Welcome to MCC
I'd like to welcome our new members to the
Conservancy and thank long time supporters for
renewing.   Your generous donations fund our mission
of preserving remaining open space in the Mud Creek
Watershed.

As significant generational transfers of property begin
to occur throughout the watershed in the next 5  years,
many pristine  properties will invariably be lost to
subdivision and attendant development.  Worrisome
trends in wetlands deregulation will allow ever more
ecologically sensitive property to be filled and built on,
aggravating cycles of excessive spring flooding and the
subsequent denuding and dredging of Mud Creek to
pacify property owners  suffering flood damage.

The Conservancy stands as  a common sense and
pragmatic alternative to this ugly scenario.
Conservation easements donated by property owners
have allowed us to permanently protect 27 acres in
addition to the 7 acres we were able to purchase
outright.  Most encouragingly, in the Marion County end
of the watershed alone, parcels totaling over 200
unspoiled acres of open space still remain largely intact,
some of which are currently advertised for sale.

Mud Creek is  a unique area in Indiana, both in
ecological diversity and archeological significance.  Land
preserved in the watershed  directly leverages the
conservation value afforded by Fort Harrison for a
number of rare native plant and animal species.  Flood
ways and stream banks are rich in Native American
implements and artifacts.  Clearly, this is not an area of
Central Indiana that should  be subject to the seeming
inevitability  of more  pavement and ecologically
unsound development.

The Conservancy's diligent efforts today will assure
future generations the opportunity  to enjoy this
natural treasure.  Your donations and involvement in
the Conservancy will allow us to protect a significant
portion of the remaining acreage in the watershed.
I have  seen the power of small groups of dedicated
people to effect significant change many times, and I
believe the Conservancy will do exactly that.

Thanks for your support,

Frank Smietana

President

Volunteers:
Our key to Success

Visit Us on
 Earth Day Indiana

Look for the Mud Creek Conservancy booth in the
big tent at Earth Day Indiana held at the American
Legion Mall, located at Meridian and North Streets
on Saturday, April 25th.  Festivities kick off at 11:00
AM, rain or shine.   We will be selling our award
winning MCC Gear,  with proceeds going to our land
acquisition fund and chatting with  Earth Day
visitors.

If you can help us with booth staffing for 1 or 2 hours,
please contact us  at 985.0992 to schedule times.  For
more information on Earth Day Indiana, please visit
www.earthdayindiana.org.

I Can Save Land
The Indiana Conservation Action Network is a
nonpartisan grass roots advocacy network founded by
the Indiana Chapter of the Nature Conservancy dealing
with land conservation issues currently before the state
legislature.

The network posts weekly action alerts, explains the
intricacies of pending legislation and allows you to
easily locate and communicate with  Indiana
lawmakers at both the state and federal levels.  No
membership fees are required and you determine your
level of involvement.

Legislators rarely hear from constituents and as little as
a dozen passionate communications from concerned
citizens on a particular bill  can indeed make a
difference.

Please visit www.icansaveland.com for more
information on the network.

A Conservation Easement (CE) is the donation of a
property's development rights from a landowner to a
nonprofit land trust.  The landowner retains title to the
property, may choose to sell the property with its
restrictions and can continue to enjoy use of the
property subject to the restrictions agreed upon with
the Land Trust in the CE.

The Federal Tax Law encourages the donation of
qualified CE's by allowing donors to take an income
tax deduction equal in value to the development
rights donated as determined by before-and-after
appraisals.   To qualify, the IRS requires that CE's must
protect properties containing significant scenic,
natural or historic value. CE's are generally drafted so
that only undeveloped portions of a property are
included, allowing the donor normal use of the
developed portions of the property.  The more
restrictively written the CE is, the higher the potential
tax deduction due to the value of the natural and
scenic resources preserved.

While high property prices in the watershed certainly
complicate purchasing land for preservation, they do
make CE's more attractive to a potential donor due to
the size of the potential tax deduction.

Conservation easements allow land trusts to protect
significantly more land than would be possible if
property had to be purchased outright by the trust to
ensure permanent protection.  CE's currently protect
over 6 million acres of open space across the country
and have been in widespread use for over 20 years.

7 acres along Sargent  Road protected  by a donated easement

Conservation Easements
Leverage

Land Protection Dollars

Our Mission Statement
The Mud Creek Conservancy protects and
preserves scenic and ecologically significant
open space in the Mud Creek watershed, located
in Madison, Hamilton and Marion Counties.

The Mud Creek Conservancy was incorporated
as an Indiana 501(c)3 not-for profit corporation
in 1995.

"None of us belongs merely to today,
we are a small part  of  the whole
progression of mankind.  We have a
responsibility  to  pass to  the next
generation as much good as we can...

It is up to us who have the loan of the
land, to cherish and preserve it,  so
that  those who come after us may sow
their  seeds and be sure of a good
harvest.

-Gladys Taber,  Stillmeadow Harvest

Replenishing the watershed, winter 2003

About the Newsletter
The Tributary is published and mailed quarterly to MCC
members and other interested parties.  All design,
production and mailing costs are donated.  Mud Creek
photos by Claudia Treacy and Frank Smietana.

Do you enjoy teaching children about the environment?
If so, the Conservancy could use your help.  As a 501(c)3
nonprofit organization, the Conservancy provides a
number of benefits to the public over and above the
value of the open space we preserve.

We are expanding our efforts at community outreach
and are looking for energetic and motivated
individuals interested in leading environmental
education field trips for area elementary school students.
Please contact us at 985.0992 for more information.


