Educational Opportunities for Mud Creek Landowners
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Franklin College, Johnson Center for Fine Arts,
Henderson Room, Franklin, IN

For many reasons, development may be the best option
foralandowner - personal situations,location of the land,
surrounding land use, and a lack of viable alternatives
can all factor into the decision. But, there are many ways
a concerned landowner can influence the kind of
development that occurs so that the quality of life of
future residents will be ensured. Preservation of
significant natural areas, old structures, meandering
streams or small ponds can lend beauty and character
to the area and sustain wildlife and healthy living
conditions. Additionally, better education of the public
in this area is vital to provide residents the tools to help
shape their environment. Decisions based on technical
information and computer models will bring about
better results than those based on anger and a “not in
my backyard” mentality. This workshop must be
registered on-line at http://www.franklincollege.edu/
csweb/RegistrationForm.cfm. (Course # is LL343WKD)

Workshop #2: Creating a Legacy: Options for
Preservation

Saturday, February 25th, 8:30 am to 12:30 PM.

Carmel Legacy Fund Community Life and Learning
Center

515 E. Main Street, Carmel, IN

Are you feeling the pressure to sell your land for
development, but you want to keep it in the family
without leaving a financial burden on them? Are there
natural features on the land, such as woods or water that
you don't want to lose? If so, this workshop will present
options for preserving your land, and the financial
incentives available to you for doing so. Topics will
include working with a land trust to donate or sell your
land for preservation and tax breaks, conservation
easements, state programs with tax incentives, and
American Farmland Trust programs.
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4:00 to 8:00 PM.
Hendricks County Fairgrounds

955 E. Main Street, Danville, IN

Your land is important to you and your family. Keeping
your land as working, productive land strengthens the
prosperity and vitality of our communities by satisfying
many of the public’s needs for products, outdoor
experiences, and services, while sustaining family
income and conserving natural resources. In our rapidly
urbanizing state, development pressures, increasing
land values and property taxes, falling revenues, and
other factors are making it more and more difficult for
rural families to survive.Whether you are looking to start
a rural business, produce new or unique crops or
livestock, add value to traditional ag products, provide
a fun, recreational, or nature-based tourism experience,
manage a forest or woodlot, improve your land for
wildlife, or provide an educational service - year round
or seasonal — on small or large amounts of land - this
workshop is for you! We'll provide ideas, resources, and
tools to help you keep your land healthy and productive!

For Workshops #2 and #3, please register by contacting
Maria Steiner at the Central Indiana Land Trust: 317-
631-5263 or info@cilti.org.

Pre-registration cost: $15 per person per workshop
(or $20 at the door)

Refreshments will be provided. Maps and directions will
be sent with your registration confirmation.

Brought to you by The Central Indiana Land Trust, Inc.
and the Hoosier Heartland Resource Conservation &
Development Council

Sponsored by:

Nina Mason Pulliam Charitable Trust
Indiana Soil & Water Conservation Districts
Resources Conservation Service
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Emerald Ash Borer Poses Imminent
Threat to Mud Creek Woodlands

The emerald ash borer (EAB), is an exotic beetle that has begun toinvade In-
diana, Ohio and southeastern Michigan with devastating results for popu-
lations of mature ash trees. EAB larvae feed on the inner bark of ash trees, dis-
rupting the tree's ability to transport water and nutrients, while adult beetles
nibble on ash foliage but cause little damage. Scientists suspect the pest  ar-
rived aboard cargo ships from southeast Asia in the late 90's.

Found in Ohio in 2003 and northern Indiana in 2004, the pest has now migrated
to central Indiana, as reported in the Indianapolis Star in mid-January. Since its
discovery, EAB has killed upwards of 8 million ash trees in Michigan, Ohio and
Indiana. In response, regulatory agencies are enforcing quarantines and fines
to prevent potentially infested ash trees, logs : o

or firewood from moving out of areas where
EAB has been found.Research is being  con-
ducted at universities and US Forest ~ Service
centers to understand the beetle's life cycle
and find ways to detect new infestations, con-
trol EAB adults and larvae, and contain the in-
festation.

Additionally, eradication efforts by state and
federal agencies in Michigan, Ohio, Indianaand
Canada are under way to prevent small
infestations from growing out of control. EAB
attacks only ash trees, other native Indiana
trees are unaffected. Woodpeckers feed on
EAB larvae; heavy woodpecker damage on ash
trees may be a sign of infestation. Adults leave
a D-shaped exit hole in the bark when they
emerge in spring. Firewood cannot be moved in many areas of Michigan, Ohio
and Indiana because of the EAB quarantine.

In the event that the emerald ash borer cannot be contained, the US Forest Ser-
vice has entered into an agreement to store ash seed at the National Center for
Genetic Resources Preservation in Fort Collins, Colorado. If the ash tree  popu-
lation is completely decimated by the ash borer, the stored seeds can be used to
re-establish the ash tree for future generations. Your vigilance is needed to
spot potential infestations here in the Mud Creek watershed to prevent the loss
of our ash trees. If you suspect you may have EAB in your ash trees, call:
1-866-NO-EXOTIC to schedule an inspection with a DNR forester.



A Big Welcome to New and
Returning MCC Members

Thanks and welcome to everyone who has joined MCC
in the last year and thanks also for your generous
donations to fund our land preservation activities.

A special thanks to all of our existing members who
renewed this past month. Your long standing support
has helped us create a viable organization that will make
a lasting difference here in the Mud Creek watershed.

If you have not renewed your membership for 2006,
please take a moment to write your check and return it
in the enclosed envelope.

Fall Creek Easement Site
Plan Nears Completion

A committee of MCC Board Members, headed by Damon
Lettich, has been working with Marion County Soil and
Water Conservation Service Director Ron Lauster to
formulate a site plan for restoring the Indianapolis Water
Utility conservation easement located at Fall Creek and
Sargent Road to its native state.

The proposed site plan will call for reforestation of the
majority of the 7 acres with the remaining none-flood
plain acreage planted in prairie flowers. Once
completed, the site plan will be presented to the
Indianapolis Water Utility for their approval. If all goes
to plan, MCC will begin site restoration in the fall.

Coming soon: forest restoration at Fall Creek and Sargent Road

A Sad STATE of Affairs

Indiana Agriculture Department cuts 21 jobs

INDIANAPOLIS -- The Indiana Department of
Agriculture cut almost one-third of the work force in
the Division of Soil Conservation as part of a
restructuring plan, marking the latest round of job-
trimming among state agencies. Several other state
departments and agencies from the Bureau of Motor
Vehicles to the Department of Natural Resources have
eliminated jobs. The cuts in the conservation division
reduced its work force from 67 to 46.

Most of the 21 employees who lost their jobs
worked in the program that encourages farmers
to set aside land as open space, leave wetlands
intact or establish vegetative buffer strips beside
waterways.

The move will save the department $512,000 a year in
staffing costs.

“Conservation is a great moral issue,
for it involves the patriotic duty of
ensuring the safety and continuance
of the nation.”

President Theodore Roosevelt

Watershed Wins a Round for

Responsible Development

Members of the Sargent Road Association (SRA) and
MCC won a significant fight against a proposed
development in the Mud Creek watershed on
December 7th. The planned subdivision was in direct
violation of the Comprehensive Plan on several points,
including tree preservation, development density and
inadequate provision for drainage.

Led by MCC Treasurer and SRA President John
Lindstaedt, concerned residents showed up in force
at the City-County building for a rezoning hearing on
the parcel,located just south of 96th Street on the west
side of Sargent Road. By a narrow margin, the
Metropolitan Development Commission voted down
the rezoning request. A big thanks to everyone who
showed up for the important rezoning hearing!

Local Actions Impact Global Water Quality

At certain times of year,Mud Creek appears to be a mere
trickle flowing off in to the woods. But all waterways,
no matter how small they may be, are parts of a much
larger watershed. And so it is with Mud Creek.
Malfunctioning septic systems and fertilizer runoff from
lawns and golf courses draining into Mud Creek
eventually impact the water quality of the Mississippi
River and the Gulf of Mexico, as the following article
reminds us.

Article Courtesy of The Associated Press:

The dead zone off the coasts of Louisiana and Texas is
nearly the size of Connecticut and much larger than federal
researchers had predicted earlier this year, according to a
new survey.

An annual weeklong cruise led by researchers with the
Louisiana Universities Marine Consortium found an area
of low-oxygen measuring 4,564 square miles and
extending from the Mississippi River to the Texas border.

On average, the dead zone has measured about 4,800

Despite its relatively small size, Mud Creek is part of one of the
largest watersheds in North America

The dead zone, also known as hypoxia, forms each
spring and summer as fresh water enters the Gulf of
Mexico and causes large algae blooms. The algae die
and sink to the bottom of the Gulf, where they
decompose, using up oxygen in the deeper, saltier
water. Fish avoid the low-oxygen water, and bottom-
living organisms are killed.

The dead zone could in the long-term affect the overall
health of the Gulf’'s marine species, said Nancy
Rabalais, a leading hypoxia researcher with the
Louisiana Universities Marine Consortium. She said
researchers are studying how the dead zone affects the
growth and reproduction of marine species.

The dead zone could grow much larger this year -
perhaps as large as 6,200 square miles - if major storms
do not stir up the Gulf in the coming months, Rabalais
said.

Officials are looking for ways to cut down on the
amount of fertilizer and pollution in watersheds
that flow into the Mississippi and end up in the
Gulf.

The zone’s size varies year to year.At 5,800 square miles,
last year’s was bigger than Connecticut. The record of
8,500 - about the size of Israel and a bit smaller than
New Jersey - was in 2002.

Earlier this month, the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) had predicted a
much smaller dead zone because the Mississippi and
Atchafalaya rivers were carrying much less nitrogen
and other nutrients than usual. NOAA predicted that
about 1,500 square miles of Gulf water bottom would
likely be without oxygen this year.

About the Newsletter

The Tributary is published and mailed quarterly to
MCC members and other interested parties. All
design, production and mailing costs are donated.
If you would prefer to receive our newsletter via
email as an Adobe Acrobat file to help cut down on
mailing costs please contact us at the following
email address: frank@mudcreekconservancy.org.



