


Habitat Restoration Day
Saturday, May 1st

MCC is looking for volunteers interested in joining
Hoosier Riverwatch and documenting the condition of
Mud Creek’s water quality.  Hoosier Riverwatch is a state-
sponsored water quality monitoring initiative. The
program was started in 1994 to increase public
awareness of water quality issues and concerns by
training volunteers to monitor stream water quality.
Hoosier Riverwatch collaborates with agencies and
volunteers to:

· Increase public involvement in water quality
issues through hands-on training of
volunteers in stream monitoring and cleanup
activities.

· Educate local communities about the
relationship between land use and water
quality

· Provide water quality information to citizens
and governmental agencies working to
protect Indiana’s rivers and streams.

Hoosier Riverwatch is sponsored by the Indiana
Department of Natural Resources in cooperation with
Purdue University Agronomy Department.

A watershed is the total area of land that contributes
runoff to a stream. Land uses in a watershed determine
the quality of surface water in smaller streams and
waterways. They can then influence the water quality

Tired of being indoors all winter?  Are you ready to
spend a few hours doing some light outdoor work for a
GREAT cause?  Then join your fellow MCC members on
Saturday, May 1st from 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM (or just
come for an hour) as we remove invasives such as bush
honeysuckle and garlic mustard from one of our
conservation easements.

Plan on meeting at the Mud Creek Barn on Saturday,
May 1st at 10:00 AM.  Volunteers will be shuttled to the
project site from there.  Soft drinks and sandwiches will
be served.  If you are unable to start at 10:00, please call
us at 985-0992 to make other arrangements.  Plan on
wearing work shoes or boots and bring work gloves.
Hack saws and pruning sheers would also be welcome
but are not required.

Indiana Earth Day
Saturday, April 24th

Look for the MCC booth again this year at the Earth Day
Indiana Festival on Saturday, April 24th.  The festival runs
from 11:00 AM to 5:00 PM and will be held at the
American Legion Mall, located downtown at the corner
of North and Meridian Streets.

of larger streams. For example, point source discharges,
urban runoff, runoff from landfills and runoff from
agricultural areas may contain sediments, organic
material, nutrients, toxic substances, bacteria or other
contaminants. When these substances are present in
significant concentrations, they may interfere with
some stream uses.

Trend monitoring is the primary testing method used
by Hoosier Riverwatch. To get an accurate picture of a
stream’s water quality, tests have to be performed on a
regular basis, over a period of years. Trend monitoring
provides a broad view of the stream allowing the
seasonal variations to be sorted out from long-term
changes.

The Hoosier Riverwatch datasheets used to report each
assessment are indices which provide volunteers with
a score for each monitoring event. The scores provide a
simple analysis of the quality of the stream or river site
and allow comparisons over time and with other sites.

Habitat Assessment - The condition of the substrate
and the land within and adjacent to the stream channel
is critical to the health of the stream and its ability to
support aquatic life. The Citizens Qualitative Habitat
Evaluation Index (CQHEI) utilizes land use, substrate,
flow rate, depth, shape, riparian vegetation, and erosion
to provide a measure of stream habitat that affects fish
and other aquatic life.

Chemical Assessment - Eight parameters are tested:
dissolved oxygen, E.coli, nitrate, total  orthophosphate,
turbidity, pH, biochemical oxygen demand, and
temperature change. The results of these tests are
combined and weighted to determine a Water Quality
Index value.

Biological Assessment - Benthic macroinvertebrates
are animals that are big enough (macro) to be seen with
the naked eye. They lack backbones (invertebrate) and
live at least part of their lives in or on the bottom
(benthos) of a body of water. Macroinvertebrates
include aquatic insects (such as mayflies, stoneflies, and
beetles), snails, worms, freshwater clams and mussels,
and crayfish. Biological assessment is based on the fact
that different species tolerate pollution in different
ways. Volunteers analyze the types of
macroinvertebrates collected as well as the diversity of
the community.

Getting the Word Out:
MCC in the Community

"The great thing in this world

is not so much where we are,

but in what direction we are moving."

- Oliver Wendell Holmes

Contributed by MCC member Suzanne Godich

About the Newsletter
The Tributary is published and mailed quarterly to MCC
members and other interested parties.  All design,
production and mailing costs are donated.  If you would
prefer to receive our newsletter via email as an Adobe
Acrobat file please contact us at the following address:
frank@mudcreekconservancy.org

Wild Oats Natural Foods Marketplace in Nora
Plaza hosted MCC's Birdhouse Building Day on
March 6th.  Children used recycled milk cartons
to build and decorate bird houses and learned
about native Indiana birds.  Even the parents got
into the act!

On March 23rd, MCC hosted a field trip for the
Indiana Garden Club Environmental School at
our 86th Nature Preserve.  15 students were
given an introduction to land trusts, conservation
easements and an overview of the Mud Creek
watershed followed by an interpretive tour of the
preserve.  MCC also presented to the Mud Creek
Garden Club during their luncheon meeting.  If
your neighborhood association or service
organization would like to hear more about the
Conservancy and our mission, please contact us
at 985-0992.


