


Mud Creek Wildflowers:
Dutchman's Breeches

The Mud Creek floodplain and woodlands are alive in
the spring with native wildflowers.  MCC is working to
restore these special habitats.  The Garlic Mustard pull
this year is an example of the activity that will allow
the wildflowers to flourish.   Dutchman’s Breeches
(Dicentra cucullaria) is one of the wildflowers MCC
members saw on Habitat Restoration Day this year.  This
is likely to be one of the first wildflowers to emerge in
the spring.

The leaves are delicate and finely dissected, deep green
with a pale whitish cast to them especially early in the
year. They may remind you of garden-variety Bleeding
Heart, which is indeed closely related. Its distinctive
white flowers are clustered along a leafless stalk, like
pairs of pantaloons hung on the line to dry, hence its
common name. It seems to like growing right next to,
practically under, old trees and stumps.  At 4 to 12 inches
in height, Dutchman’s Breeches grow in clusters and can
produce multiple racemes of flowers.

"Thanks for making Kids Eco-Day our most
successful kids event  yet!"  Sarah Smith,
Community Marketing Coordinator at the Nora 
Whole Foods store voiced these sentiments
following the Conservancy's Eco-Day event on
Saturday, August 8th.

Over 50 kids took part in Kids Eco Day at Wild Oats
Nora Plaza store during the course of the
afternoon.  Using leaves from native trees, kids
produced leaf prints and learned the names of the
corresponding trees.  Creating seed pictures of
indigenous birds was also a big hit with the kids.

Given the success of the event and the excellent
exposure for the Conservancy, we plan on hosting
similar events in the future.  Please contact us if
you are interested in helping kids learn about the
environment.

October 4th is MCC
Easement Stewardship Day

MCC Volunteer Opps
The MCC board is looking for volunteers to help in
a number of different areas. Do you enjoy outdoor 
photography and getting out in the woods? The
Conservancy could use your time and talent to take
pictures of our beautiful watershed for our website,
brochures, and newsletters.

If I   you are a grantwriter with experience in the non-profit
world, MCC could use your help in securing funding for 
our ongoing conservation easement acquisitions and 
property purchases. We are also seeking attorneys and
public relations professionals. 

MCC also needs volunteers who simply like working on
our properties, removing invasive species and trash. 
Families are welcome and encouraged to volunteer. 

For more information please contact us at 985.0992 or at
frank@mudcreekconservancy.org. Make a difference in 
your community today by volunteering.

Early morning mist over the Indianapolis Water Company easement

MCC Speakers Bureau
Please let us know if your community organization,
school or church group is interested in hearing more
about the Mud Creek Conservancy.  Publicizing our
mission and accomplishments is vital to expanding
our membership and reaching new constituencies
in the greater Indianapolis area.  We will be happy
to deliver a presentation at a venue convenient for
your group. Contact  us at 985.0992 or
frank@mudcreekconservancy.org.

MCC Kids Eco-Day
a Resounding Success

Please join us on Saturday, October 3rd at 10:00 am for
the Conservancy's annual conservation easement
inspection day.  Park at the Mud Creek barn, located at
the intersection of 86th Street and Mud Creek Road.  All
MCC members are invited and encouraged to join us as
we walk the perimeter of our protected parcels and
perform baseline documentation.

When a land trust such as MCC accepts the donation of
a conservation easement the organization becomes
responsible for the stewardship of that parcel to insure
that the restrictions detailed in the easement are
adhered to.  Additionally, it is important to document
changes in the natural state of the parcel as well.
Encroaching invasive species or other changes may call
for remedial action to maintain the intended habitat.

We will be joined by Stephen Cox, a local GIS/GPS expert
who will help us create maps documenting the state of
the  Conservancy's protected parcels.

About the Newsletter
The Tributary is published and mailed quarterly to MCC
members and other interested parties.  All design,
production and mailing costs are donated.  If you would
prefer to receive our newsletter via email as an Adobe
Acrobat file please contact us at the following address:
frank@mudcreekconservancy.orgPhoto courtesy of Raphael Carter

Kids, parents and MCC members in the thick of the action

MCC's 86th Street Preserve


