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Help Save the Indiana Brown Bat
Aside from the multitude of wildlife and plants that we encounter during daylight
hours here in the Mud Creek watershed, the reclusive Indiana Brown Bat is seen
almost exclusively after dark.   Listed as an endangered species by the U.S. Fish &
Wildlife Service, remaining Indiana Bat populations can still be found in wooded
areas along rivers as well as upland forests in the Midwest and Northeast.

Voracious hunters, a single bat can consume 1,200 mosquitoes in an hour;  though
they feed on moths and other
aquatic insects as well.  Although
specially constructed bat houses are
used by a small percentage of
nesting bats, they typically prefer
hollow trees and barns for nesting.
During the summer, females form
small colonies under the loose bark
of trees where they raise their young.
Males also appear to form small
colonies, either in hollow trees or
under loose bark.  Some bats spend
the winter in hibernation while
others migrate to warmer climates.

The Indiana Brown Bat is exceptionally vulnerable to extinction, in part because
they are the slowest reproducing mammals on earth for their size, with most
females producing only one offspring each year. Contamination of their food
supply through the use of pesticides in agricultural areas and loss of summer
habitat is also contributing to the species’ decline.  Since hollow trees provide
desirable nesting habitat, this should be taken into consideration when
performing tree removal in wooded areas.  Old barns are also favorite nesting
and roosting spots and are likewise threatened as agricultural land is converted
to subdivisions.  Indiana bats tend to favor species of oak and hickory for roosting
but may also use cottonwood and elm trees. If timber harvesting does occur,
efforts should be made to leave mature individual trees with diameter greater
than 14 inches, especially species with loose, shaggy bark.

More information on bat habitat preservation can be found at Bat Conservation
International’s website, www.batcon.org.  Landowners wishing to encourage bat
nesting can also purchase bat houses or build their own.



Senate Approves
Conservation Tax

Incentives for Landowners
April 9, 2006, Washington, DC - The U.S. Senate passed
conservation tax incentives today as part of a bill to aid
charities.   “These incentives will help farmers, ranchers,
and other landowners who want to protect their land
from development,” noted Land Trust Alliance (LTA)
President Rand Wentworth. “  The Senate recognizes that
private, voluntary land conservation offers the best
hope for protecting the American landscape. These new
tax benefits will dramatically increase the number of
landowners who will choose to conserve their land.”

Section 106 of the CARE package allows landowners
who donate a conservation easement to a nonprofit
land trust - permanently limiting the amount of
development - to deduct the value of their gift over 16
years rather than the six years previously permitted. The
bill also increases the amount that can be deducted in
any one year from the current 30 percent of the donor’s
income to 50 percent.

Under present law, landowners who donated a
conservation easement were limited to deducting just
30 percent of their adjusted gross income in any year,
for a maximum of six years. That meant if a landowner
earned $50,000 annually – rather typical for America’s
farmers and ranchers – and donated an easement worth
$1 million, the landowner could only deduct $15,000
in any year, up to a maximum of $90,000.

Conservation easements are contracts that retire
development rights from a piece of land to serve a
conservation purpose. The landowner continues to own
the land, and can continue to farm,  ranch or enjoy use
of the property.

Section 107 of the CARE bill would cut capital gains tax
by 25 percent on sales of land or of conservation
easements to a land trust or government agency.

 “In making a decision to protect their lands, landowners
can give their communities a never-ending gift,” said
Mr. Wentworth. “  Congress is making it possible for more
landowners to do this, and it is a wonderful contribution
to conservation of the American landscape.”

- Reprinted by permission of the Land Trust Alliance

Please join us on Saturday, August 5th between
noon and 4 pm at Wild Oats Natural Marketplace,
located in Nora Plaza, for a children's
environmental education day.  Fun activities for
kids aged 5 - 12 will include creating seed pictures
of native birds and animals and learning about
leaves.   We will be hosting four sessions, starting
on the hour.  If you are interested in volunteering,
please contact frank@mudcreekconservancy.org
or 466-2320.  To reserve a spot for your children,
please call Sarah Smith at 767-7750.

MCC Volunteers Clean Up
and Restore Habitat

President's Corner
A quick glance at the day’s headlines seems to confirm
that these are challenging times for land conservation.
New home construction at both the local and national
levels continues to spiral upward, consuming 9 square
miles of land each day in America.  The United States
Fish and Wildlife Service announces it will stop
designating tracts of land as critical habitats under the
Endangered Species Act within a matter of weeks
because the program has depleted its budget for this
fiscal year.  In Indiana, the proposed I-69 extension will
destroy 5,000 acres of prime farmland, wetlands and
forests, not taking into account the attendant
development that will occur at the new corridor’s access
points.

So where is the good news?  In the adjacent column, a
press release from the Land Trust Alliance details new
tax incentives for private landowners to preserve family
properties, woodlands and wetlands via conservation
easements.  This is Capitol Hill’s recognition of the land
trust movement as a pragmatic and common sense
alternative to development even while many federal
environmental programs continue to suffer from under-
funding and mandate erosion.  I find it inspiring that
despite last year’s economic turmoil; land trusts
protected thousands of acres of land through purchase
or donation of development rights.  Equally remarkable,
last November voters in 22 states approved ballot
measures that committed $2.9 billion to acquire and
restore land for parks and open space.

Here in the Mud Creek watershed, our membership base
continues to grow, thanks to your interest in preserving
this special area.  Our community outreach efforts
receive a favorable reception, tapping into a wellspring
of citizens concerns about the ill effects of rampant
growth and disappearing open space.  Though the bad
news seems overwhelming at times, it is this good news
right here in our backyard that drives and validates our
mission.  Thank you for your interest and support.

Frank Smietana

President

Eradicating Garlic Mustard along Mud Creek

Indiana Earth Day
MCC members spoke with over 100 visitors,
sharing information about the Conservancy.  Sales
of MCC water bottle lanyards and postcards
contributed to our land preservation fund.

Join us for MCC
Community Events at
Wild Oats in August

"Saving the Family Farm: Organic Agriculture and
Land Trusts Partner to Preserve an American
Institution" will be presented by MCC on Thursday,
August 17th at 6:00 pm.  Both events will be hosted
in the Community Room, located in the rear of the
store.

MCC members, friends and family gathered on Saturday,
April 15th to uproot and remove invasive non-native plants
such as Garlic Mustard and Bush Honeysuckle.  Additionally,
we removed a large amount of construction refuse,
including an antique wheelbarrow, from the Conservancy's
86th Street Preserve.  Balmy temperatures and clear skies
made for near perfect work conditions.

About the Newsletter
The Tributary is published and mailed quarterly to MCC
members and other interested parties.  All design,
production and mailing costs are donated.  If you would
prefer to recieve our newsletter via email as an Adobe
Acrobat file, please email frank@mudcreekconservancy.org.


